Antivenom use in bite and sting cases presenting to a public hospital.
To evaluate the distribution of bite and sting cases presenting to a district public hospital and the use of antivenom in scorpion sting and snake bite cases. The demographic characteristics of patients with bites/stings reporting to a public hospital in 2014, the agent involved, the season of reporting, severity of clinical findings during presentation, and use of antivenom in scorpion sting and snake bite cases were evaluated retrospectively. χ2 test was used for statistical analysis. Bite and sting cases comprised 0.5% of all the patients reporting to the hospital's emergency department, with scorpion sting cases comprising almost half (54.2%) of these hospital presentations, followed by Hymenoptera (bee and wasp) sting (30.8%) and snake bite (5.5%) cases. Unnecessary antihistamine administration was found to be significantly high in asymptomatic patients (p=0.00006). Furthermore, antivenom use was found to be significantly high in patients with scorpion sting and snake bite despite the absence of systemic or local indications (p<0.0001, χ2=80.595). The study results showed that antivenom was used in scorpion sting and snake bite cases even when it was not indicated. Therefore, primary practitioners should be provided training for management of envenomation cases and should be made aware of the updated guidelines and references to raise their knowledge levels.